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AFTER THE—SHOCK? 


NoTES AND NOTIONS ON THE GENERAL ELECTION. 


One question which will present itself 
to electioneers with great insistence, 
arising out of the extraordinary results 
of the General Election, is whether or 
no the late election will prove to be 
the last one fought by the aid of the 
single conclusive vote. At the time of 
writing it is altogether uncertain 
whether Mr. Baldwin will decide to 
carry on, whether he will resign in 
favour of another Tory, or of a Liberal, 
or whether Labour will be invited to 
-form a Government. It seems to ‘be 
generally expected that another General 
Election must come in the space of a 
few months, but, in our opinion, given 
certain political combinations, this is 
not altogether so certain. A Labour 
Government may, it is true, precipitate 
a General Election in February, though 
it is not at all impossible for successive 
combinations to keep the present 
House of Commons in being until at 
least after the budget, involving a 
General Election in May. 


One of the greatest factors which we 
assume will weigh with either party will 
be the fear of yet another stalemate 
as the result of a too early appeal to the 
country. The question of avoiding 
another inconclusive result will pre- 
sently actively engage the minds of 
politicians, and we believe that should 
the General Election hold out till the 
late spring an attempt will almost cer- 
tainly be made to introduce further 
tests between the declarations as now 
made and the-final declaration. involving 
the return of members of Parliament. 
It would be idle at this moment to do 
more than to suggest that these changes 
will almost certainly be attempted. 
What their form will be will much 
depend upon the nature of any com- 
bination in power. Labour, if in power, 
will not be there as one of a combina- 
‘tion, but if it is in power at.all its spell 
may be so brief that legislation of the 
kind may be unthinkable unless an 
agreed. Bill is presented. In any case 
‘we should assume that the price of 
‘Labour’s assent to any change would be 
the abolition of the plural vote and the 
extension of votes to al! women. 


As will be seen from our advertise- 
ment columns, no sooner is one elec- 
tion over than Mr. T. Summerbell 
renews his remarkable offer in respect 
to the next election. Put plainly, Mr. 
Summerbell’s offer is to supply or to 
reserve either envelopes, canvass cards, 
or similar stationery, or all three, to 
any approved Labour candidate or 
organisation, and to allow the payment 
to stand over until the proper time for 
payment of accounts after the next 
General Election. After the experi- 
ences, during the late election, of 
hurried orders, unobtainable goods, and 
delayed transit, we cannot understand 
any hesitancy on the part of any busi- 
ness party to avail themselves of such 
offer. Prices won’t go down, nor will 
transit be accelerated at the next elec- 
tion, and the sort of work that can be 
accomplished when the goods named 
are in stock is work that cripples the 
organisation and costs money when 
done in a hurry at the election time. 
A number of local parties availed them- 
selves of the offer prior to the last 
election, but we understand that num- 
bers of others came along in the rush, 
some of them only to receive the dis- 
maying message, “Sold out.” The 
same thing applied to Mr. Summerbell’s 
excellent series of posters. 


The magnificent message from 
Margaret Bondfield to the electors of 
Northampton, which we reproduce on 
another page, proved, apart from its 
obvious sincerity, a dramatic piece of 
electioneering. Miss Bondfield’s agent, 
Mr. Kershaw, had the courage not to 
use the free nostage for the purpose of 
sending the election address to each 
voter, but to use it instead for the 
message we reproduce, which was the 
sole enclosure except for a poll card. 
The election address was reproduced 
in an election issue known as_ the 
“Northampton Labour Gazette,” 
which ran to two issues. This con- 
sisted of a four-page journal based on 
the ‘Labour News Service,” of which 
the local part was exceptionally well 


edited. 


w 


In proportion to the size of its mem- 
bership the National Association of 
Labour Registration and _ Election 
Agents can probably claim to be the 
best represented Trades Union in the 
House of Commons. At least seven 
past and present members of the 
Association were returned at the recent 
election, and the peculiar experience 
of these gentlemen in the constituencies 
should prove of great advantage in any 
future schemes of electoral reform. 


Apropos of election reforms. We note 
that a proposal has been laid before the 
French Chamber of Deputies to insti- 
tute what is called a family vote. Under 
the proposal not only would women 
receive the vote, but a father—and in 
his absence the mother — would be 
entitled to poll as many votes as there 
were children in the family. “We,” 
editorially, together with Mr. Hayday, 
M.P., are completely in accord with 
this proposal, which seems to combine 
the Franchise with reward for well- 
doing. Incidentally, the institution of 
the family vote might do something to 
urge forward better schemes of taxation 
and. possibly of remuneration—even 
under Labour auspices ! 


Already following the election we 
have received several complaints of 
irregularities occurring in the conduct 
of the noll, and it appears high time 
that a genuine fuss was made concern- 
ing the free and easy manners of 
Presiding Officers. We make it quite 
plain, in the first place, that in regard 
to a proportion y these fellows they 
are not fit to occupy positions of res- 
ponsibility and impartiality. Return- 
ing Officers themselves, who appoint 
them, are very often deeply-dyed 
Tories, who do not hesitate, where dis- 
cretion lies in their power, to give 
decisions prejudicial to Labour interests 
——as witness dates for polls at by- 
elections. (In one instance to our 
knowledge the Returning Officer was 
actually one of the persons whose name 
was suggested as a Tory candidate, and 
the weekday fixed for polling, in 
defiance of the wishes of two candidates 
out of three, was a date especially con- 
venient to his own party, and known 
to them three days before the official 
decision was given !), Presiding Officers 
with less responsibility and less pub- 
licity dare do more, and we believe 
that they do it. 
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Unfortunately, the Ballot Act, in 
spite of its stringent provisions, depends 
too much upon the human element. 
We hear stories of unauthorised per- 
sons continually being in the polling 
booth, and the presence of these people 
often amounts to a sort of passive 
intimidation. Many electioneers con- 
fess to a grave suspicion that in country 
districts a good deal of fraudulent 
practice has taken place during the 
quiet hours of polling, and it is difficult 
to shake the belief of some election 
agents that Presiding Officers have 
placed ballot papers in the boxes them- 
selves when it is known that voters will 
not now poll. There is, however, a 
much more easily proved malpractice 
for which the late election bids fair to 
become notorious, and that arises out 
of the number of papers spoilt through 
the “‘blunder’’ of the Presiding Officer. 
In the case of the Labour candidate at 
Sedgfield, over 100 unstamped ballot 
papers were discovered, and it is 
alleged that the number of Labour 
papers would have been sufficient to 
have out Mr. Herriotts at the head of 
the roll instead of at the bottom. In 
Mr. Ramsay MacDonald’s_ election 
there were 300 spoilt papers, 200 of 
them being due to an error by which 
the registered number of the elector 
was recorded upon the voting paper 
instead of on the counterfoil ! In 
Sutton-in-Ashfield, 344 voting papers 
were spoilt in the same manner. We 
believe that such “‘errors’” on the part 
of well-paid Presiding Officers should 
be made punishable, or, better still, that 
the power should be taken out of their 
hands by a complete reform of the 
present methods of voting. 


Thirty-four candidates at the late 
election forfeited their deposits; as 
might be expected, Labour suffered 
most of all. One imagines that when- 
ever a Labour Government attains to 
real power some attempt will be made 
to modify the unjust incidence under 
which the £150 deposit is now forfeited. 
The penalty, which was introduced only 
so recently as 1918, is obviously a pro- 
vision which tells heavily against a new 
party and the poorest candidate. It is 
typical of rich men’s legislation, and the 
pretence that it is a check on freak 
candidatures is a pretence and a pre- 
tence only. The real effect is to limit 
the number of Labour candidatures 
and to penalise them in a large number 
of cases on their first contest. The 
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late election discloses another out- 
rageous feature of the present state of 
the law, for, in Dundee, Derby and 
Sunderland, no less than four candi- 
dates forfeited their deposit, although 
securing over 10,000 votes apiece. In 
Sunderland Labour loses £300 between 
Mr. D. B. Lawley and T. Géillinder, 
who received 13,757 and 13,234 votes 
respectively. Surely such votes as 
these justify a man’s candidature, and 
the forfeiture is an outrageous 
imposition ! 


It was the privilege of the editor of 
this journal to tour a large number of 
constituencies during the General 
Election, and the most striking feature 
which calls for note was the consider- 
able improvement which has taken 
place of late years in Labour’s conduct 
of its elections. The greater propor- 
tion of the fights bore the hallmark of 
efficiency. Committee rooms were 
well-conducted, businesslike arrange- 
ments were proceeding, and the litera- 
ture itself was in every way more 
modern, arresting and effective. In 
comparatively few places nowadays 
does one meet the _ disordered 
enthusiasm which, meaning well, but 
accomplishing little, was at one time a 
feature in our fights. Labour elec- 
tioneers are becoming accustomed to 
the discipline of elections and _ the 
necessity for team work rather than 
ithe irresponsible effervescence of 
individuals. The greatest fault one 
has to find would be, not with, the 
workers themselves, but with a few 
other people who occupy more of the 
limelight, and who, when an election 
comes along, seem to lose the use of 
their feet, and demand the unaccus- 
tomed luxury of cars to take them 
everywhere, and bring them back, 
regardless of expense, or the alternative 
conveyances of buses and trains. Wise 
electioneers make a firm stand against 
this extravagance in the hire of cars. 


One of the best posters we saw during 
the General Election was issued by 
Agent H. Riley in the Lichfield Divi- 
pion. We reproduce same below. 
This meeting bill, which was a quad 
crown, printed upright, proved a con- 
siderable saving on separate meeting 
bills in certain of the towns in the 
Division where bill posting stations 
were limited. A voluntary artist on 
the staff filled in, in effective manner, 
the various details as required. 


FRANK HODCES’ ELECTION 
PUBLIC MEETING 


WILL BE HELD IN THE 


AT P.M. 


Speakers: 


FRANK HODGES 


CHAIRMAN: ._......_........4._ a 


HODGES WILL WIN! 


FRANK HODGES’ COLOURS: RED & GOLD. 


J. RAMSAY MACDONALD 


It is perhaps remarkable that no 
book on the Leader of the Labour 
Party in Parliament has been published 
earlier, for Mr. MacDonald’s career is 
of absorbing interest not only to those 
attached to the Labour movement, but 
to the general public. 

The I.L.P. Publication Department, 
however, proposes to remedy this 
omission and has arranged for the issue 
of a Labour movement edition of 


“THE MAN OF TO-MORROW, 
J. RAMSAY MacDONALD.” 


By Iconoctast. 


A biographical and critical appreciation 
extending to 288 pages of the life. and 
work of one who can also be justly 
described as the man of to-day. 

The Labour movement edition will 
be well bound in cloth, with a portrait, 
and obtainable through any Labour 
organisation at 3/6. Readers should 
write to the I.L.P. Publication Depart- 
ment, 308 Gray’s Inn Road, London, 
for a prospectus. 
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VOTING BY CHILDREN 


The vexed question of whether or 
no a person under 21 years of age who 
came on the register by error was 
entitled to exercise the Franchise has 
now apparently been decided by the 
Home Office, who, in a circular to 
Returning Officers, issued just prior to 

, the Géneral Election, gave an instruc- 
tion as follows :— 


“Tt occasionally happens that on 
account of misleading information 
given to canvassers children become 
registered as Parliamentary electors; 
and the Secretary of State has had 
under consideration, after consultation 
with acting Returning Officers and 
agents from the central officers of the 
chief political organisations, the course 
which might properly be adopted by 
the Presiding Officer at the poiling 
station in the event of a child so regis- 
tered being brought up to vote. 

“Section 7 of the Ballot Act, 1872, 
and section 8 of the Representation of 
the People Act, 1918, entitle every 
person to vote whose name is on the 
register. The former section, how- 
ever, expressly provided that no per- 
son is entitled to vote who is pro- 
hibited from voting by any statute or 
by the common law of Parliament. 
Similarly, section 9 (3) of the Act of 
1918, provides that nothing in the Act 
except as expressly provided therein, 
shall confer on any person, who is 
subject to any legal incapacity to be 
registered or to vote, any right to be 
so registered or to vote. 

“Further, section 9 (1) of the Corrupt 
and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 
1883, provides that any person is guilty 
of an illegal practice if he votes or 
induces or procures any person to vote 
at any Parliamentary election, knowing 
that he or such person is prohibited, 
whether by that Act, or any other Act, 
from voting at such election; and by 
section 10, a person guilty of an illegal 
practice is on summary conviction 
liable to a fine of £100, and is dis- 
qualified for a period of five years for 
being registered as an elector and vot- 
ing at any election in the constituency. 
It will be observed that the offence of 
an illegal practice arises in cases where 
voting is prohibited by Statute and not 
in cases where voting is prohibited by 
the common law of Parliament; but 
persons under the age of 21 years are 
expressly prohibited from voting by 


section 7 of the 7 and 8 Will. 3, c 25, 
which provides that no person under 
the age of 21 years shall be admitted 
to vote at any election of a member 
of Parliament. 

“Some acting Returning Officers have 
instructed the Presiding Officers not to 
admit the vote of a child whose name 
is on the register, whilst others have 
felt that the express statutory direction 
that each registered elector is entitled 
to receive a ballot paper and to vote 
precludes the refusal of the vote by 
the Presiding Officer. 


“It is, of course, for the acting 
Returning Officer to decide what 
instructions to give to the Presiding 


Officer in the matter; but the Secretary 
of State suggests that, in any case where 
a child obvicusly of tender age is 
brought to the polling station by a 
relative, agent or other person, a 
ballot paper should not be supplied 
without it first being explained by the 
Presiding Officer that not only the 
child but any verson inducing or pro- 
curing him or her to vote is guilty of 
an offence punishable as above 
mentioned. If in spite of this caution 
the ballot paper is demanded and the 
vote is allowed to be recorded, the 
Presiding Officer should report the 
facts of the cases to the acting Return- 
ing Officer with the view to his taking 
the necessary steps to secure the 
provisions of the Act of 1883. 

“It may be added that the adoption 
of this procedure is suggested only in 
cases where the infancy of the elector 
is sO apparent as to be beyond all 
reasonable doubt.”’ 


——<g——_____. 


AN INTERESTING MUNICIPAL 
ELECTION PETITION 


A petition has been presented in the 
High Court on behalf of Mr. ‘George 
F. V. Cutting, who is a prominent 
member of the R.C.A. and J.P. for 
the County of Middlesex, against the 
return of a candidate named William 
Windsor, who was declared elected 
for the Finsbury Park Ward of the 
Borough of Hornsey at the late 
November elections. Mr. Cutting was 
the Labour candidate and Mr. Windsor 
was the nominee of the Municipal 
Reformers. 

It is alleged in the particulars that a 
nomination paper was presented on 


i” 
if 
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behali of Windsor during the proper 
hours, but that such was not subscribed 
by eight assentors and was otherwise 
invalid, and that the said paper was 
withdrawn. It is further alleged that 
after the time for delivery of nomina- 
tion papers a paper was brought in to 
the Vown Clerk’s office and was 
actually accepted by the Town Clerk. 
Objection to the late nomination paper 
was duly made in writing during the 
time for objections. 

We are not able to comment in this 
issue on the extraordinary circum- 
stances alleged, but we hope to give a 
full report of the proceedings in an 
early issue. j 

Mr. W. R. Southeard, the solicitor 
of the Railway Clerks’ Association, of 
25 Euston Road, London, N.W.4,. is 


acting as solicitor to the petitioner. 


Birmingham’s ‘‘canine fidelity’ to 
Chamberlainism, as it has been called 
by another journalistic scribe, proved 
proof against the seductions of the 
remedy put out by Tabour in the 
Yardley Division. The ‘‘cure’’ was 
done up in the form of a Seidlitz 
powder as follows :— 


A GOOD CURE 


SLEEPLESS NIGHTS 
& WORKLESS DAYS 


For Directions See Inside. 


On the inside of the package the 
customary “‘dose’’ was missing, but a 
sound prescription was given as 
follows :— 


nbs VO-LE. 
To be givén between 8 a.m, and 
9 p-m. on Thursday, 
December 6th, 
FOR 


A. G. GOSSLING 


THE LABOUR CANDIDATE, 
and Cleanse the Social System. 


BOUND COPIES OF THE 
LABOUR ORGANISER. 


THE CHEAPEST ELECTION BOOK 
ON THE MARKET. 


A limited number of bound copies 
of volumes 1, 2 and 3 of the 
“Labour Organiser’’ are now. in 
the binders’ hands and will be dis- 
patched to purchasers when ready. 
The volumes are well bound in full 
cloth, fully indexed, and the set of 
three volumes constitute an all-em- 
bracing guide to every phase of 
electioneering activity. 


The issue of these volumes is 
strictly limited and is as follows :— 


6 volumes only Volume 1 
(August 1920 - December 1921) 


7 volumes only Volume 2 
(January 1922 - December 1922) 


30 volumes only Volume 3 
(January 1923 - December 1923) 


The price of these volumes is as 
follows :— 


Single volume - - - 9/6 
Three volumes - - - 27/- 


CASH WITH ORDER. 


Volumes 1 and 2 will only be 
supplied to purchasers of the com- 
plete set. 

-———S—- 


We hear of a Labour agent whose 
zeal for hard work received a_ cold 
douche in the early hours of a chilly 
morning. Motor cycling home after 14 
hours in the committee room on a 
somewhat strange road he unexpectedly 
hit a water splash. The cold spray and 
the resulting slow work of getting his 
engine to start again gave him plenty 
of time to consider the evils of the 
world in general. But what a pity no 
one was present to report his senti- 
ments ! It was the same motor 
bicycle, but not the same agent, which, 
we understand, on another occasion 
landed at a. meeting without the luggage 
—meaning, of course, the speaker at 
the back, who had _ been neatly 
deposited by the roadside some distance 
away all unawares to the driver. 
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A WGMAN’S VOTES. 


OccuPpATION RIDDLE SOLVED BY 
JUDGE. 


Mrs. Emilie Ninea Pistor, wife of 
Thomas Alfred Pistor, appealed at 
Edmonton County Court, against a 
decision of Dr. White, Town Clerk of 
‘Stoke Newington, who, as the Registra- 
tion Officer for the borough, refused 
her the Parliamentary and Local Gov- 
ermnent votes. 


It was stated that Mrs. Pistor during 
six months’ ‘‘qualifying period’’ resided 
with her husband at Heathland Road, 
Stoke Newington. The qualifying 
premises were owned by her, and Mr. 
Pistor was the occupier of the premises 
and paid the rates and taxes, but there 
was no agreement of tenancy. The 
husband, it was suggested, was entitled 
to a Parliamentary and Local Govern- 
ment vote because he was a tenant, and 
the wife claimed accordingly to be 
entitled to her votes. 


Judge Crawford allowed the appeal 
and the votes. He said that it was 


fair and reasonable to assume that, as - 


Mrs. Pistor resided in the house of 
which she was the owner, she was the 
occupier within the meaning of the Act 
of Parliament. As it was the first time 
the voint had been raised, he would 
not allow costs. 


— 
THE WARWICK BY-ELECTION 


As mentioned in our last issue, the 
editor of this journal was in charge of 
the contest at the above by-election, 
but the advent of the General Election 
and consequent cancellation of the by- 
election arrangements necessitated the 
campaign being placed in other hands. 
Notwithstanding the catastrophe which 
later overtook the Labour forces in 
this constituency these other hands 
were capable and experienced ones, 
but it is unnecessarg, nor is this the 
place, to go into the causes of defeat. 

One or two interesting legal points 
arose out of the unprecedented circum- 
stance of a by-election being cancelled 
by the dissolution of Parliament. <A 
question arose as to whether the 
expenses of the by-election could be 
construed as expenses for the General 


Election, but the Home Office and all 
other rersons directly concerned were 
unanimous in construing the  by- 
election contest 2s one distinct from 
the General Election, and that there- 
fore the expenses of the one contest 
would not rank against the total allow- 
able in the other contest. Not that 
Labour, putting the two _ contests 
together, got anywhere near the limit 
mark! 


A further point arose as to the neces- 
sity for a return of the expenses and 
the customary declarations. The 
Home Office appeared at first to incline 
to the opinion that the customary 
returns were necessary, but on repre- 
sentations being made to them they 
modified their opinion and reduced it 
to an intimation to the Returning 
Officer that should returns be made 
summaries should be published in 
accordance with Section 35 of the Act. 
We understand, however, that the 
agents concerned consider that no 
return is necessary, and that this posi- 
tion is acquiesced by the authorities. 

Bearing on the above point, it is 


interesting to note that section 33 of the 
C.I.P.P.A. reads :— 

“Within 35 days after the day on 
which the candidates returned at an 
election are declared elected the elec- 
tion agent . .. shall transmit ...a 
true return, etc.” No provision has 
been made for an election that is can- 
celled before any candidate is ‘““declared 
elected.”” 

A further interesting noint arose out 
of the question of nominations. In 
this instance the nomination papers 
put in at the by-election-were returned 
on request to the agents, and used again 
for the purposes of the General Elec- 
tion, though in the case of the Labour 
papers the agent took the precaution 
of-having fresh papers signed in case 
of objection. The procedure adopted 
in_ this case is not quite similar to that 
laid down where one of the candidates 
dies before the poll is commenced and 
a fresh election is consequently neces- 
sary. In such case the return of 
nomination papers is not made, and in 
our opinion the return of them is 
irregular, and once lodged they become 
the property of the authorities. A by- 
election cancelled by the dissolution 
of Parliament does not, we would 
assume, stand on the same footing as 
an election to the same Parliament 
merely postponed by the death of a 
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candidate. However, the point is an 
interesting one, and we would be glad 
of the views fo our readers thereon. 
It is not uninteresting, while dealing 
with this election, to note that accord- 
ing to ““Our Old Nobility’? there was 
an interesting election in Warwick 
once before. We extract as follows: 


“The fourth Earl’s connection with 
Warwick was the subject of warm 
debates in the House of Commons in 
1834-5. A committee having been 
appointed to investigate the charges of 
bribery and intimidation relative to the 
Warwick election after the return of 
the Earl of Warwick’s brother, the 
following facts were brought out. It 
was proved that Lord Warwick, who 
was Recorder of the Borough, as well 
as Lord-Lieutenant of the County, was 
the nominator of the Town Clerk, who 
had been the agent in all the corrupt 
transactions; that, in 1831, a system of 
fraudulent rating had been commenced 
by Lord Warwick’s land agent, who 
had made a number of faggot-voters 
and supplied them with fictitious 
receipts at the Warwick Arms; that a 
cheque for £8,000 was signed by Lord 
Warwick’s agent just before the elec- 
tion, and presented at the bank, and 
that the money had found its way into 
the hands of the persons who distributed 
the bribes; and, further, that bands of 
rioters, armed with bludgeons, had been 
imported into the town to overawe the 
electors. The Earl himself denied 
- knowledge of these transactions; but so 
little was he believed that Sir De Lacy 
Evans and Mr. Cobbett proposed in the 
House of Commons that he should be 
prosecuted and, but for the interference 
of the House of Lords, Warwick would 
at that time have been united with 
Leamington for electoral purposes.” 

Evidently elections in the old times 
were bonny affairs, but though War- 
wick this time got its shocks and its 
excitements, they were not of this order 
and origin. 
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A noted firm of lozenge makers very 
kindly sent a generous sample of their 
wares to Parliamentary candidates 
during the recent election. Notwith- 
standing this we discovered in a con- 
spicuous place in several committee 
rooms bottles of “lung tonic.” 
Evidently it is an ill wind that blows 
no one any good. 
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In response to many requests 
No. 1 of the Labour Organiser 
has now been reprinted and is 
obtainable at the usual price, 
viz., Single Copy, 4d., post 
free 43d. 

No. 1 was issued as a type- 
written, duplicated journal, and 
is now issued in ordinary form 
for the convenience of those 
desiring to keep or bind their 
copies. A peculiar interest 
attaches to this copy. 


Send at once. A limited 
number only printed. 


Usual terms for quantities. 


SUB-AGENCY. 


Sub-agents can only be legally 
appointed in county districts, where 
one is allowed for each polling station, 
and, although the appointment is in the 
hands of the agent, in cases where a 
candidate has knowledge of the locality 
and resides in the neighbourhood he 
can often point out and suggest men 
whom he may think suitable for the 
purpose. A sub-agent need not be a 
solicitor. There are very often men 
with knowledge of the district who will 
be able to get hold of the working men 
more effectively than the local solicitor, 
however learned he may be. 

Preference should always be given to 
a sub-agent who can arrange and 
address village meetings, or who is 
able to find local workers who will be 
ready and competent to address such 
meetings, as at a general election 
nothing is more difficult than to secure 
competent speakers from London or 
from large centres of population. 
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No sub-agent should be appointed 
unless he can be relied upon to carry 
out instructions and not get beyond 
them, and he should be furnished wirh 
some simple manual of his duties. In 
any difficulty that may arise he should 
take the advice and act according to the 
decision of the principal Election 
Agent. To prevent the maximum of 
expenses being exceeded, he should be 
informed what is the limit he can be 
allowed for his particular district for 
printing, holding meetings, clerical 
assistance, etc. 

Every order for goods, or payment 
for them, should be in writing, as by 
Section 29 of the Corrupt and Illegal 
Practices Prevention Act, 1883, a 
voucher, giving particulars and a 
receipt are required for every payment 
over forty shillings. 

A sub-agent should be _ specially 
encouraged to go out into the villages 
and work them as far as possible, not 
during the day, but in the evening, by 
spending one or more evenings in each, 
and arranging so that during the 
campaign the candidate can attend 
three or four meetings within a close 
range of each other in one evening. 

At bye-elections the sub-agent should 
be instructed to utilise the numerous 
offers of help which he will receive. 
No matter how small the village, 
meetings should always be held in 
order to rebut the speeches made and 
statements circulated by the other side. 
Very often the speaker who comes from 
London will be ready to spend half a 
day in the village talking with the men 
themselves, either in the village inn or 
on the village green, on the subjects 
which are uppermost in their minds. 
Too often these offers of help are 
refused on the grounds that meetings 
cannot he arranged; but sub-agents 
should be urged to hold village meet- 
ings of however humble a character, 
and not to refuse offers of hepl simply 
because the candidate is not able to 
come. 

The sub-agent ought to furnish the 
Agent at the county headquarters with 
a daily report of the work which is 
being done, and on no consideration 
should he leave his district during the 
campaign. } 

It is necessary that one clear day 
before the polling the name and address 
of every sub-agent should be returned 
by the Election Agent to the returning 
officer, 
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